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Dear PPI panel members, 

The whole team has been 

quite busy recently and so 

there has been a bit of a 

newsletter gap, but we were 

delighted to see many of you 

in person at the recent 

meetings in Edinburgh and 

Leeds. More about those on 

the next page… 

 

New blog post 

Alasdair has written a blog 

for the project website about 

his experience of being on 

the panel. It will be on the 

website in the next day or so. 

If any of you have thoughts 

on Alasdair’s blog, or would 

like to write one of your own, 

please let us know. A couple 

of people have already said 

they are interested, so watch 

this space for more!  

 

 

Project Advisory Group 

On the 3rd of April we had 
another meeting of our Project 
Advisory Group, this time in 
Edinburgh. This is a group of 
people from a range of 
academic, clinical and scientific 
backgrounds who help to steer 
our research. The PPI panel 
was represented at the meeting 
by Alasdair Ferguson. 

The team updated the Advisory 
Group on how the project is 
going and gave presentations 
about the work so far. We had 
a good discussion about some 
of the challenges the research 
is exploring, such as the line 
between research and care, 
and how confusing that can 
sometimes be for patients (and 
clinicians!).  

We also talked about the 
impact of patient advocacy 
groups on what type of 
research gets done and which 
types of cancer are researched. 

 

 
Emma and Tineke at the Usher Institute 

showcase 

Spreading the word about 

the ‘Cancer and Society’ 

project 

In May, we had information 

stands at the International 

Clinical Trials day in St 

James’ Hospital, Leeds 

and at the Usher Institute 

showcase in Edinburgh.  

These were both good 

opportunities to talk to 

people about the project 

and hand out some 

leaflets.  

The Leeds team spoke to 

patients and their relatives, 

while the Edinburgh team 

made links with other 

researchers and policy-

makers. 

 

http://www.cancerandsociety.ac.uk/
http://www.cancerandsociety.ac.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://farm6.staticflickr.com/5230/5600161625_e9e1205a08_z.jpg&imgrefurl=https://akintsugilife.com/writing/&docid=BpYHeyqMJs0MrM&tbnid=bWZzPOYpwYc49M:&vet=10ahUKEwit3M7FmZXUAhWjLMAKHQpTABk4ZBAzCBcoFTAV..i&w=500&h=375&bih=985&biw=1920&q=writing&ved=0ahUKEwit3M7FmZXUAhWjLMAKHQpTABk4ZBAzCBcoFTAV&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Keep in touch  
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.cancerandsociety.ac.uk. 

The website has more information about the research team and some blogs 
about what we’ve been doing so far.  

Let us know if there’s anything else you’d like to see on the website or in these 
newsletters by emailing cas21c@ed.ac.uk or cas21c@leeds.ac.uk.  

  Useful reading… 

This article on technology website CNET is a nice introduction to the concept of personalised 
medicine and some of the exciting scientific developments that are happening. 

Researchers in Australia have become the first to map the entire prostate cancer genome. 

The Guardian reported on a study about the potential to use platelets, a component of blood, to 
diagnose cancer, but Cancer Research UK argue that the study was ‘overhyped’ and that the 
link is not so clear cut. This raises interesting questions about how the media report on scientific 
developments – is there danger in raising expectations about new tests and treatments before 
the evidence is good enough? Tell us your thoughts for the next edition of the newsletter! 

Patient Involvement Fair 

Emily went to the Asthma UK 

patient involvement fair in March 

and had an interesting day 

hearing from patients about why 

they get involved in research and 

what they get out of involvement.  

She also heard from researchers 

about the added value PPI brings 

to their work and picked up some 

tips on things like writing for a lay 

audience and using social media 

to involve a broad range of 

people.  

 

 

 
Panel meetings  

The Leeds panel had their first meeting on the 21st of 

March. The group discussed the 3 trials that are being 

followed in Leeds including the 100,000 genomes project. 

Panel members were also able to advise the research 

team about ways to recruit research participants, 

including attending support groups, and using social 

media and local media. 

The Edinburgh panel had a meeting on the 8th of May 

where we discussed the interviews that have been done 

so far. The group learned a bit about how social scientists 

analyse qualitative data and had a go at reading some 

interview extracts analytically. This was really useful as 

the panel members looked at the data from a very 

different perspective to the one we have as researchers 

and highlighted different issues as being important – 

everyone learned something new!   

 

Do you tweet? 

Follow us on Twitter 

@CancerandSoc21C 
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https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/may/23/high-blood-platelet-count-as-good-a-cancer-predictor-as-a-lump-in-the-breast
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/news-report/2017-05-25-possible-link-between-platelets-and-cancer-risk-though-further-work-needed?_ga=2.105625539.1157584898.1496071145-968607076.1454352664
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/news-report/2017-05-25-possible-link-between-platelets-and-cancer-risk-though-further-work-needed?_ga=2.105625539.1157584898.1496071145-968607076.1454352664
https://www.genomicsengland.co.uk/the-100000-genomes-project/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=raKJ5psb&id=A8FB53D239FF5DE3095AAB4C55E26DAB3D4F36ED&q=meeting&simid=608021603591392556&selectedIndex=18
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancerandsociety.ac.uk%2Ftheteam%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&screen_name=CancerandSoc21C&tw_p=followbutton

